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HIGHLIGHTS 


October 20 - 26, 1991 


Two major storm systems carved out a cold, moist pattern 
for the western United States, ending their recent warm, 
dry spell. Meanwhile, temperatures soared in the East 
and heavy rain drenched areas from northeastern Texas to 
the Great Lakes. As the week began, an urban wildfire 
raged through the eastern hills of Oakland, CA, razing 
more than 2700 homes. A final flurry of daily record 
highs were set in California as the first storm bore down 
on the Pacific Northwest. High winds raised dust in the 
interior Northwest, and warm air surged into the Plains. 
Wind gusts were clocked at 52 mph in Spokane, WA, and the 
mercury reached 85° F in Yankton, SD. Farther east, a 
cool airmass stubbornly gave way, but not before 
contributing to widespread frost in the Northeast and a 
4-inch snowfall in northern Minnesota. By midweek, snow 
spread out of the Cascades and northern Rockies into the 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal(°F) 
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Storms Dampen the U.S. Central Plains 


After nearly 40 days of dry weather in Kansas, the 
first in a series of storms deposited showers on 
eastern sections on October 25. The second storm, 
which arrived on October 27, dropped rain across 
the remainder of Kansas. The current weather 
pattern remains favorable for the passage of 
strong, winter-like storm systems that could 
provide desperately needed moisture for the Hard 
Red Winter Wheat (HRW) crop. 


The prolonged dry spell pushed much of Kansas and 
the Panhandle of Oklahoma into severe or extreme 
drought, according to the Palmer Index (Weekly 
Weather and Crop Bulletin, Vol. 78, No. 42, Oct. 
22, 1991, p. 3). Long stretches of warm weather 
kept evaporation rates high, contributing to 


Figure 1 


Total Precipitation (Inches) 
September 20 - October 26, 1991 


moisture depletion. As of October 27, Kansas 
topsoil moisture deficiencies continued statewide, 
and HRW growers reported inadequate moisture for 
germination. But recent and future storminess will 
chip away at the long-term dryness. 


Figure 1 shows cumulative dryness across much of 
western Kansas and the Panhandle of Oklahoma as of 
October 26. Much of eastern Kansas received its 
first significant rainfall in more than a month 
between October 23 and 25. Farther south, 
northeastern Texas and eastern Oklahoma have been 
plagued by excessive rainfall since October 24. An 
analysis of the most recent storm (October 27 and 
28) depicts the wide-spread rainfall coverage over 
Kansas (fig. 2). 


Figure 2 


Total Precipitation (Inches) 
October 27-28, 1991 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending October 26, 1991 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 26, 1991 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 26, 1991 
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National Agricultural Summary 


October 21 - 27, 1991 


HIGHLIGHTS : 


Temperatures averaging well above normal 


across the East kept late-maturing crops progressing 


ahead of schedule. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat seeding reached 88 
percent (%) complete in the 19 major producing 
States, 3 percentage points ahead of last year 
and 2 points ahead of the 5-year average. The 
crop had emerged on 68% of the acreage, compared 
with 69% last year and 70% average. Progress was 
well ahead of normal in the eastern Corn Belt 
and Ohio Valley. Seeding of winter varieties of 
barley, oats, and rye continued as well. 
Measurable rain across the Northwest helped 
seeding efforts, although soil moisture sup- 
plies remained short to adequate in the region 
and across most of the Nation. Moisture supplies 
remained shortest in the central Great Plains. 


CORN: Corn harvest was much earlier than normal 
with progress reaching 90% complete in the 17 
major States, 28 points ahead of last year and 
19 points ahead of the average. Harvest progress 
was ahead of normal in all States except Texas, 
with the South Dakota and eastern Corn Belt 
harvests running well ahead of schedule. 


SOYBEANS: Soybean harvest was very near 
completion in the northern producing States and 
remained in full swing in the South. Harvest 
was 83% complete in the 19 major producing 
States, 13 points ahead of last year and 10 
points ahead of the average. 


COTTON: Cotton harvest reached 51% complete in 
the 14 major producing States, compared with 52% 
last year and 47% average. Picking progressed 
at a near-normal pace in the Mississippi and 
Tennessee Valleys, while Texas producers 
awaited a hard freeze. Mostly dry weather in 
the western production areas allowed growers to 
make good progress harvesting. The second 
picking was active in the Delta. 


GRAIN SORGHUM: Sorghum harvest remained ahead 
of both last year and the historic average, 
despite rain delays in the Great Plains and 
ssissippi Valley. Eighty-eight percent of the 
cop was harvested in the 12 major States, 
compared with 76% last year. 
RICE: Harvest of rice for the first time 
advanced to 96% complete in the five major 
producing States, 2 points ahead of last year 
and matching the historic average. The first 
harvest was complete in Louisiana and Texas, 
while cutting of a second, or ratoon, crop 
continued. 


Rains in the Northwest and East- 
Central States benefited fall 
digging of tubers easier. 


seeded grains and made 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: The fourth cutting of alfalfa 
was well along in the Northeast and Rocky 
Mountain States, while the final cutting of other 
hay continued in the Southeast. Dry bean harvest 
was virtually complete in the West and well along 
in New York. Peanut digging neared completion in 
the Southeast and progressed in Oklahoma and 
Texas. Potato harvest was nearing completion 
Nationwide. Sugarbeet harvest remained in full 
swing, and sweetpotato digging was winding down. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Apple, pistachio, 
picking continued in Arizona, 
pistachio harvests neared completion in 
California’s southern San Joaquin Valley. 
Harvests of apples, olives, persimmons, 
pomegranates, walnuts, grapefruit, lemons, and 
valencia oranges continued in California. Navel 
orange harvest began in the central San Joaquin 
Valley. Navel orange and grapefruit pickings 
increased in Florida. Cranberry harvest was well 
advanced in the Northeast. Ohio’s grape harvest 
was completed, while wine grape harvest continued 
in Oregon. Late varieties of apples were being 
picked in Oregon’s Hood River Valley, and 
Cranberry harvest continued along the southern 
coast. Fruit harvests were decreasing in 
Washington. 


and pecan 
while almond and 


VEGETABLES: Lettuce harvest remained active in 
eastern Arizona. California broccoli and 
cauliflower were in moderate supply, and celery 
was in heavy supply. Lettuce harvest was nearing 
completion in the Salinas-Watsonville area while 
continuing in the Santa Maria area. Fresh market 
tomato harvest for the fall quarter continued in 
California’s Westside area. Vegetable harvests 
continued moving southward in Florida, with 
cucumbers, sweet corn, squash, peppers, tomatoes, 
eggplant, and snap beans as the volume leaders. 
Late-season vegetable harvests continued in New 
York. Fall cole crop harvest continued in 
Oregon’s Willamette Valley. Carrot, cabbage, and 
pumpkin harvests continued on the Texas High 
Plains. Carrot harvest was about 50% complete in 
Washington. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Livestock movement to 
winter pastures and range continued. Ewes were 
being bred for spring lambing. Changing weather 
was causing some respiratory problems for Iowa 
livestock. Water supplies remained short across 
much of the Great Plains, forcing ranchers to 
haul water for grazing livestock. 
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Crop Progress 


For Week Ending October 27, 1991 


Grain Sorghum 
Rice % Harvested 
1991 1990 Avg. % Harvested 1991 1990 Avg. 
83 1991 1990 Avg. 5 93 97 
96 90 
90 90 
100 99 
90 95 
100 100 


5 States 96 94 


These 5 states produced 98% 
of the 1990 rice crop. 
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12 States 
14 States ] Excl. States 


with NA 89 
These 14 states produced 99% 
of the 1990 cotton crop. These 12 states produced 98% 
of the 1990 grain sorghum crop. 


NA - not available. 
Soybeans 
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1991 1990 Avg. 1991 1990 Avg. 
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17 States 
19 States These 17 states produced 95% 


of the 1990 corn crop. 
These 19 states produced 95% x 
of the 1990 soybeans crop. Crop Condition 


PERCENT 
For Week Ending October 27, 1991 
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19 States 


These 19 states produced 91% 
of the 1990 winter wheat crop. of the 1990 winter wheat crop. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
and weather conditions important ona national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop 


Bulletins published 


each 


Monday by NASS_ State 


Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA : Rainfall 0.50 to 2.00 in. local 
areas north, west; little to none elsewhere. 
Temperatures 10 to 15° above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil 
moisture 75% short, 25% adequate. Sorghum 87% 
harvested, 97% 1990, 87% avg. Peanuts 99% dug, 
99% 1990, 94% avg.; 97% combined, 99% 1990, 88% 
avg. Cotton 83% harvested, 91% 1990, 76% avg.; 
1% poor, 25% fair, 61% good, 13% excellent. 
Soybeans 98% turning color, 99% 1990, 97% avg.; 
86% dropping leaves, 93% 1990, 87% avg.; 77% 
mature, 87% 1990, 78% avg.; 43% harvested, 49% 
1990, 44% avg.; 5% poor, 39% fair, 56% good. 
Winter wheat 31% seeded, 35% 1990, 44% avg. 
Pastures 8% poor, 64% fair, 28% good. Livestock 
30% fair, 63% good, 7% excellent. Activities: 
Harvesting cotton, sorghum, soybeans, sweet 
potatoes; digging, combining peanuts; preparing 
land; seeding small grains; plowing cotton 
stalks; pruning peach trees, removing brush; 
marketing cattle; general care of livestock, 
poultry, catfish. 


ARIZONA: Cooler, scattered showers throughout 
period. Scattered showers, 20th through 22nd, 
Statewide; 23rd, east, north. Precipitation, 
trace to 0.33 in. Temperature normal to 7° above 
normal. Extremes 26°; 87° higher elevations, 38°; 
98° deserts. 

Cotton bolls opening 99%, 100% 1990, 100% avg. 
Cotton harvested 47%, 59% 1990, 48% avg.; 
activities, defoliation, stalk shredding, 
plowing down, west; 82% good, 18% excellent. 
Alfalfa harvest moderate; weed, insects, light; 
good. Peanuts harvested, west. Lemon, 
grapefruit, cantaloupe harvest, west, central. 
Watermelons harvested central. Red, green 
chile, apples, pistachio, lettuce harvest, 
east. Pecan harvest, central. Mixed vegetables 
harvested, central, east. 


ARKANSAS : Temperatures above normal. First of 
the week dry with scattered showers last half, 
heaviest in the northwest. Extremes 33°; 85°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 
supplies 60% short, 40% adequate. Corn 
harvested 100%, 100% 1990, 100% avg. Pasture 26% 
poor, 53% fair, 21% good. Alfalfa 11% poor, 62% 
fair, 27% good. Other hay 6% poor, 67% fair, 
27% good. Livestock good. Activities: 
Harvesting rice, cotton, grain sorghum, corn, 
hay; seeding supplemental cool season forage. 
Cotton harvest past peak. Some producers second 
picking cotton. Gins running 24 hours a day. The 
cotton classing office reported 655,499 bales 
had been classed by October 24, 1991. 


CALIFORNIA: Strong high pressure over the 
State gave way to a low pressure trough for 
Significant cooling. Main system brought rain 
to the northern two thirds of the State with 
some scattered showers over the southern 
portions as well. Temperatures dropped from 
above normal at the beginning of the week to 
below normal by the end of the week. 

Open weather, good progress field activities 
until 25th, 26th when heavy rain much of State. 
Rice harvest winding down weekend. Stubble 
burned, air quality regulations permitting. 
Cotton defoliation about complete. Harvest full 


swing. Shredding, discing, pink bollworm control 
rapid. Some oats, winter forage seeded. 
Preparations seeding desert wheat crop. 
Sugarbeets planted, harvested. Pre irrigation 
1992 crops active. Field preparations seeding 
1992 small grains active. Seeded alfalfa southern 
areas. Alfalfa hay harvest seasonally normal. 
Late irrigations, pruning in treefruit orchards 
increased. Almond, pistachio harvests neared 
completion, Southern San Joaquin Valley. Harvest 
continued, apples, olives, persimmons, 
pomegranates, walnuts. Picking, avocados, 
grapefruit, lemons, valencia oranges continued. 
Late variety table grapes, packed, volume light. 
Harvesting, boxing of raisins, complete. 
Picking, kiwifruit began, upper Sacramento 
Valley, continued, Southern San Joaquin Valley. 
Central Valley navel orange harvest began. 
Salinas Watsonville, Santa Maria areas, broccoli 
volume moderate, good quality. Cauliflower 
moderate, variable quality. Celery fairly heavy, 
good quality. Lettuce, Salinas Watsonville area, 
winding down seasonally, variable quality; 
harvest moderate, good quality Santa Maria area. 
Harvest slow, Westside area, quality problems due 
to tip burn, decay. Winter, spring lettuce 
planting continued, Riverside county. Melon 
packing completed, central valley area; 
watermelon harvest almost complete, desert area. 
Onion, garlic planting continued, Westside area; 
onion planting started, desert area. Fall potato 
digging active, Tulelake Butte Valley area, good 
quality. Fall quarter fresh market tomato 
harvest continued, Westside area. Other 
vegetables being harvested: beans, cabbage, 
cucumbers, eggplant, okra, peas, peppers, 
pumpkins, squash, sweet corn. Range very poor to 
fair.Supplemental feeding continued. Water 
supplies improved northern Sacramento valley. 
Fall calving underway. Livestock movement light. 


COLORADO: Dry, windy conditions with near 
record high temperatures in east on 21st, 22nd. 
On 23rd, 24th a cold front produced 5.00 to 15.0 
in. of snow at many mountain locations with 0.50 
in. of moisture at Grand Junction, near 1 in. at 
Eagle, Glenwood Springs, lesser amounts in the 
east. ‘Temperatures 1 to 3° above normal in most 
locations. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 
27% very short, 47% short, 27% adequate. Fourth 
cutting alfalfa hay 59% complete, 67% 1990, 44% 
avg. Dry beans 100% harvested, 99% 1990, 99% avg. 
Sorghum 77% harvested, 36% 1990, 42% avg. Corn 
for grain 71% harvested, 35% 1990, 49% avg. 
Sugarbeets 65% harvested, 81% 1990, 84% avg. 
Winter wheat seeding is complete. Winter wheat 
93% emerged, 95% 1990, 94% avg. Crop is in mostly 
good, top soils dry through all producing areas. 
Livestock mostly good. Pasture, range feed good. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 6 to 10° 
north, 4 to 7° above normal central, 
normal south. Extreme highs middle to upper 80s 
over State. Lows upper 50s to low 60s north, low 
60s central, interior south. Rain reported for 1 
day north, 2 to 3 days central, 2 to 6 days south. 
Rain totals; under 0.25 in. north, under 0.50 in. 
central, 0.75 in. south except 1 to 3 in. common 
near southeast coast. 


above normal 
1 to 5° above 
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Soil moisture Panhandle short to adequate. 
North, central Peninsula short to adequate, 
southern Peninsula adequate to surplus. Cotton 
harvest, sugarcane planting active. Soybean, 
sugarcane harvest gaining momentum. Peanut 
harvest near completion. Small grain planting 
active. States pastures mostly good. Pasture 
30% fair, 65% good, 5% excellent. States cattle 
herds mostly fair to good. Citrus tree 
excellent, moisture adequate, several rains 
this week. High winds helped dry wet areas. 
Good on tree color for early fruit. Navels, 
early oranges, all grapefruit increasing 
harvest. Early tangerine, K-Earlys being packed 
for fresh use. Above normal temperatures, 
limited rainfall over major vegetable producing 
areas. Field preparation, planting winter crops 
active. Harvest continued southward movement. 
Volume leaders: Cucumbers, sweet corn, squash, 
peppers, tomatoes, eggplant, snap beans. First 
specialty lettuce cut. 


GEORGIA: Warm with little rain. 
8 to 12° above normal. Warmest mid, upper 70s 
mountains, mid to upper 80s central, south. 
Coolest upper 40s mountains to low 60s coast. 
Few widely scattered light showers, but rain 
under 0.25 in. Most of State no rain. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil 
moisture 36% very short, 57% short, 7% adequate. 
Cotton 96% bolls open, 98% 1990, 95% avg.; Good 
harvest weather, harvest 5 to 6 days behind 
normal. Sorghum 27% fair, 173% good; 83% 
harvested for grain, 82% 1990, 82% avg. Peanuts 
6% poor, 59% fair, 35% good; 99% dug, 98% 1990, 
97% avg.; 95% threshed, 96% 1990, 91% avg. 
Soybeans 7% poor, 42% fair, 45% good, 6% 
excellent; 99% dropping leaves, 99% 1990, 96% 
avg.; 24% harvested, 29% 1990, 28% avg. Wheat 
11% poor, 47% fair, 41% good, 1% excellent; dry 
soils slowing planting, germination. Rye, other 
small grain seedings slowed by dry soils, fair 
to good. Apples 91% harvested, 98% 1990, 96% 
avg. Pecans 5% very poor, 30% poor, 39% fair, 
26% good; 20% harvested, 20% 1990, 16% avg. 
Pasture, hay fair to good, down some from last 
week, Some farmers feeding hay to cattle on 
pastures. Cattle 15% fair, 85% good. Hogs 14% 
fair, 84% good, 2% excellent; Cattle, hogs good. 
Activities: Harvesting late row crops, planting 
small grains, preparing small grain seedbeds, 
routine care of livestock, poultry, irrigating 
vegetables, small grains where facilities are 
available. 


Temperatures 


HAWAITI: Weather mostly warm, humid, scattered 
showers evenings, early morning. Temperatures 
mid 60s to low 90s. Winds 5to 25 mph. Rainfall 
none to 2.70 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Sugarcane 
planting, harvesting operations, normal. 
Weather dried fields from previous week’s rain 
helping farmers return to normal schedules. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 4° below normal to 2° 
above normal. Precipitation fell Statewide; 
Sandpoint received the most with 1.33 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 
14% very short, 45% short, 41% adequate. Winter 
wheat good; 93% planted, 96% 1990, 96% avg.; 64% 
emerged, 71% 1990, 72% avg. Potato good; 98% 
harvested, 99% 1990, 98% avg. Sugarbeets 64% 
harvested, 73% 1990, 75% avg. Apple harvest 66% 
complete, 97% 1990, 94% avg. Onion harvest 100% 
complete. Corn for grain 40% harvested, 24% 
1990, 44% avg. Corn for silage 98% harvested. 
Irrigation water supplies 10% very poor, 20% 
poor, 28% fair, 42% good, 0% excellent. Cattle 
being moved off summer pastures. Other livestock 


activities: Weaning calves, vaccinating, 
pregnancy-checking cows. Activities: Planting of 
winter wheat, harvesting of potatoes, sugarbeets, 
apples. Livestock good to excellent. Pasture, 
range conditions 73% of normal. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 8 to 12° above normal. 
Precipitation generally 1.00 to 2.00 in. above 
normal across the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.25. Soil moisture 
49% short, 50% adequate, 1% surplus. Winter 
wheat emerged 72%, 30% 1990, 54% avg. Pasture 
condition as a % of normal, where 100% = normal, 
was 76%. Winter wheat 33% fair, 65% good, 2% 
excellent. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 10 to 15° above normal. 
Highs upper 60s to middle 70s. Lows 50s. Dry 
through 23rd, rains 24th through weekend. 
Statewide rains, 1.60" to 4.60 in. More 
northeast, central. Rains boosted soil moisture 
supply. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. 
short, 40% adequate, 7% surplus. 
short, 21% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn moisture 
content 16%, 22.5% 1990, 19% avg. Soybean 
moisture content 12%, 13% 1990, 13% avg. Winter 
wheat 4% poor, 45% fair, 46% good, 5% excellent. 
Winter wheat acres plowed 95%, 63% 1990, 88% avg. 
Pasture 58% of normal. Hay, roughage 
availability 5% very short, 28% short, 63% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Tobacco processing 15%, 
12% 1990. Apple harvest 97%. Corn, soybean 
harvest nearing completion. Winter wheat seeding 
nearing completion. Tobacco processing underway. 


Topsoil 53% 
Subsoil 76% 


IOWA: Temperatures near normal northwest to 10° 
above normal far east. Extremes 22°; 86°. 
Precipitation very light northwest’ third; 
moderate to heavy elsewhere. Rain 0.04 to 3.02 
in.; average 1.01 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. 
short, 57% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 54% 
short, 45% adequate, 1% surplus. Pasture 
condition 80% of normal. Winter wheat stand 78% 
of normal. Winter wheat 94% planted, 100% 1990, 
94% avg. Fall row crop tilling 25% complete, 23% 
1990, 30% avg. Fall fertilizer application 18% 
complete, 18% 1990, 23% avg. Weather causing some 
respiratory problems in livestock. 


Topsoil 42% 


KANSAS : Temperatures normal west, 3 to 4° above 
central, east. Precipitation 0.30 in. to 0.50 
in. east; less than 0.10 in. elsewhere. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 100% 
short; subsurface moisture 94% short, 6% 
adequate. Corn, sorghum, soybean harvest 
excellent progress in near ideal weather. Most 
crops well ahead of schedule. Wheat planting 
slowed by short moisture. Emergence slow; not 
enough moisture to germinate seed. Range, 
pastures continue to decline. Grazing very 
short. Producers grazing grain stubble where 
stockwater available. Stockwater adequate west; 
short to very short central, east where many 
producers hauling water. Supplemental feeding, 
heavy culling continues. 


KENTUCRY : Temperature 65°. 
average. Lows 11° above mean. 
Most of rain fell in the west. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Soil moisture 
16% very short, 53% short, 29% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Corn, soybean harvest active. Burley 
stripping 22% complete, 20% 1990, 18% avg. 
Condition fair to mostly good. Markets open Nov. 
25. Wheat 74% seeded, 53% 1990, 64% avg. Late week 
rain beneficial germination, growth. Pastures 
fair to good. 


Highs 8 to 9° above 
Rainfall 1.10 in. 
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LOUISIANA: Temperatures 5° to 7° above normal. 
Extremes 45°;. 89°, Rainfall 0.06 in. west 
central to 1.98 in. southwest. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil 
moisture 23% very. short, 54% short, 20% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Cotton 100% open bolls, 
100% 1990, 100% avg. Cotton stalks were being 
cut in fields where harvesting was complete. 
Hay 96% final cutting, 96% 1990, 98% avg. 
Pecans 29% poor, 57% fair, 14% good; 16% 
harvested, 19% 1990, 12% avg. Rice second crop 
harvesting continued, yields above average. 
Soybeans 92% leaves turning color, 99% 1990, 99% 
avg.; 84% shedding leaves, 75% 1990, 89% avg. 
Sweet potatoes 70% fair, 30% good; 86% 
harvested, 81% 1990, 86% avg. Harvesting 
resumed at faster pace due to showers, less 
bruising, skinning. Sugarcane 1% poor, 18% 
fair, 59% good, 22% excellent; 100% planted, 98% 
1990, 98% avg.; 25% harvested, 4% 1990, 20% avg. 
Wheat 15% planted, 10% 1990, 19% avg.; 7% 
emerged, 5% 1990, 9% avg. Planting resumed at a 
faster pace due to increased soil moisture. 
Vegetables 3% very poor, 15% poor, 49% fair, 33% 
good. Pastures 1% very poor, 7% poor, 11% fair, 
25% good, 56% excellent. Livestock 31% fair, 
64% good, 5% excellent. Crawfish pond 
management continued. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Rainfall none. 
Temperature 57°, normal 54°. Extremes 23°; 82°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 5% 
very short, 21% short, 69% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Subsoil 42% short, 58% adequate. Field corn 
fair; soybeans, sorghum fair to good; small 
grains were in good. Field corn 81% harvested 
for grain, 73% 1990, 78% avg. Soybeans 42% 
harvested, 39% 1990, 40% avg. Sorghum 86% 
harvested, N/A 1990, N/A avg. Sweet potatoes 85% 
harvested, 95% 1990, 90% avg. Wheat 89% seeded, 
50% 1990, 58% avg. Barley 86% seeded, 89% 1990, 
84% avg. Rye 69% seeded, 80% 1990, 74% avg. Oats 
90% seeded, 40% 1990, 53% avg. Other hay third 
cut 78% complete, 86% 1990, N/A avg.; fourth cut 
36% complete, 44% 1990, N/A avg. Alfalfa fourth 
cut 89% complete, 94% 1990, 89% avg.; fifth cut 
593% complete, 25% 1990, N/A avg. Hay supplies 
short to adequate. Pasture good. Apples good; 
85% harvested, 95% 1990, 96% avg. Activities: 
Harvesting hay, vegetables; repairing fence; 
hauling manure; spreading fertilizers 
maintaining machinery; caring for livestock. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.01 in. Temperature 
30°, normal: 55°. Extremes 32°; 81°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 14% 
short, 86% adequate. Subsoil moisture 100% 
adequate. Soybeans, sorghum, small grains good. 
Soybeans 32% harvested, 47% 1990, 40% avg. 
Sorghum 73% harvested, N/A 1990, N/A avg. Wheat 
46% seeded, 41% 1990, 44% avg. Barley 86% 
seeded, 85% 1990, 80% avg. Rye 68% seeded, 67% 
1990, 52% avg. Oats 67% seeded, N/A 1990, N/A 
avg. Alfalfa fifth cut 53% complete, 33% 1990, 
N/A avg. Hay supplies adequate. Pasture good. 
Activities: Harvesting hay, vegetables; 
repairing fence; hauling manure; spreading 
fertilizer; maintaining machinery; caring for 
livestock. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 2° below to 11° above 
normal. Extremes 22°; 81°. Precipitation 0.09 
to 4.23 in. across the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil 
moisture 5% short, 65% adequate, 30% surplus. 
Corn 75% harvested, 20% 1990, 35% avg. Soybeans 
90% harvested, 50% 1990, 55% avg. Winter wheat 
97% planted, 85% 1990, 80% avg.; 85% emerged, 
75%. 1990, 65% .avg. Pasture condition 85% of 
normal. Activities: Planting wheat; harvesting 


corn, soybeans, sugarbeets; spreading fertilizer, 
lime; making cider; cutting Christmas trees, 
wood; repairing, storing equipment. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 7° below to 5° above 
normal. Extremes 16°; 85°. Precipitation none to 
0.59 in. Greatest weekly total 1.03. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 5% very 
short, 28% short, 59% adequate, 8% surplus. Field 
corn 89% picked/combined, 65% 1990, 75% avg.; 16% 
moisture 27% 1990, 20% avg.; 46% stubble worked, 
27% 1990, 42% avg. Soybeans 98% combined, 97% 
1990, 96% avg.; 11% moisture, 10% 1990, 11% avg.; 
56% stubble worked, 54% 1990, 60% avg. Sugarbeets 
97% harvested 99% 1990, 99% avg. Sunflowers 98% 
harvested, 98% 1990, 89% avg. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperature 69°, 7° above normal. 
Extremes 36°; 88°. Scattered showers statewide; 
0.97 in. 0.37 above normal. Soil temperature 69° 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3, 5.5 1990, 4.5 
avg. Soil moisture 13% very short, 38% short, 47% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 93% harvest, 97% 
1990, 95% avg.; 9% poor, 65% fair, 26% good. 
Cotton 84% harvest, 87% 1990, 82% avg.; 11% fair, 
60% good, 29% excellent. Peanuts 94% harvest, 
97% 1990, 96% avg. Rice 90% harvest, 95% 1990, 97% 
avg.; 62% fair, 33% good, 5% excellent. Sorghum 
96% harvest, 98% 1990, 97% avg.; 17% poor, 23% 
fair, 55% good, 5% excellent. Soybeans 99% 
coloring, 100% 1990, 100% avg.; 90% shedding 
leaves, 97% 1990, 97% avg.; 49% harvest, 51% 
1990, 48% avg.; 43% fair, 54% good, 3% excellent. 
Sweet potatoes 90% harvest, 91% 1990, 87% avg. 
Wheat planted 48%, 31% 1990, 38% avg.; 29% 
emerged, 25% 1990, 31% avg.; 28% poor, 28% fair, 
44% good. Pecans 28% harvest, 11% 1990, 10% avg.; 
2% very poor, 38% poor, 45% fair, 11% good, 4% 
excellent. Livestock 1% fair, 89% good, 10% 
excellent. Pasture 88% of normal. Activities: 
Harvesting crops, preparing winter forage. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 4° above normal west to 
10° above normal east. Rainfall 0.92 in., ranging 
from less than 0.25 in. central, north central, 
nertheest, to. over 2:00 -inz south central, 
southeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. 


Topsoil 69% 
short, 31% adequate. 


Moisture mostly short 
northwestern, west central, southwestern, south 
central districts. Corn harvest ranges about 90% 
complete northern districts to virtually complete 
west central, southeastern districts. Soybean 
harvest ranges 58% complete southwest, 70% 
southeast, to over 85% northwest, north central, 
northeastern districts. Sorghum harvest ranges 
67% southwest to around 90% northwestern, north 
central, west central, south central, 
southeastern districts. All districts over 70% 
wheat seeded except southeast 67%. Condition 
emerged wheat 2% very poor, 14% poor, 64% fair, 
20% good. Rain needed for wheat, pastures. 
Ground worked at least once for spring crops 28%, 
23% .4 990, 2esisavq. Pasture 20% very poor, 28% 
poor, 38% fair, 13% good, 1% excellent. 


MONTANA: Temperatures fell from above normal to 
well below normal by weekend. Most divisions 5° 
below normal. Precipitation reported most areas, 
particularly heavy west. Mostly dry northeast. 
By the weekend, snow fell. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. 
short, 39% adequate, 5% surplus. 
short, 44% adequate, 2% surplus. 
poor, 33% fair, 47% good, 16% excellent. 
Potatoes harvested 97%, 96% 1990, 95% avg. 
Sugarbeets harvested 97%, 93% 1990, 92% avg. Dry 
beans harvested 99%, 99% 1990, 98% avg. Pasture, 
range feed condition 88% of normal. 


Topsoil 56% 
Subsoil 54% 
Winter wheat 4% 
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NEBRASKA: Temperatures 5° above normal in the 
east central to normal in the southwest. Light 
precipitation latter half of week, with trace 
amounts in the west to 0.37 in the east central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 90% 
short, 10% adequate. Subsoil 88% short, 12% 
adequate. Corn 96% harvested, 77% 1990, 72% 
avg. Sorghum 98% harvested, 87% 1990, 81% avg. 
Wheat 93% emerged, 100% 1990, 100% avg.; 8% very 
poor, 14% poor, 36% fair, 42% good. 


NEVADA: Temperatures slightly above normal. 
Extremes 8°; 99°. Precipitation trace to 1.07. 
Summerlike temperatures prevalent during most 
of month were replaced by more seasonable 
temperatures late in the week. A relatively 
strong cold front dropped daytime high 
temperatures 20 to 30° across the State. Most 
precipitation occurred in northern areas, with 
higher elevation areas receiving snow. Sudden 
cold, wet conditions stressing livestock on open 
range. 

Harvesting operations essentially complete. 
Major activities center on preparing for winter. 
Potato marketing underway, prices low. 
Livestock movement to winter grazing continues. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation: trace amounts 
south; none to 0.05 in. north, up to 1.00 in. in 
Maine. Temperatures low 40s to high 50s; 1° 
below to 8° above normal. Maximum temperatures 
mid 60s to high 70s; minimum temperatures high 
teens to mid 30s. 

Days suitable for 
moisture 64% adequate, 36% surplus. Grazing 
availability 4% very short, 24% short, 172% 
adequate. Fieldwork 1.2 days ahead of schedule. 
Maine potatoes 97% harvested; good. Rhode 
Island potatoes 100% harvested. Connecticut 
Valley potatoes 98% harvested; good. Fieldcorn 
97% harvested; fair. Third cut hay 95% 
complete; good. Apples 100% harvested. 
Cranberry harvest 95% complete, berry size 
medium; good. Activities: Harvesting potatoes, 
field corn, cranberries; . putting crops in 
storage; preparing fields for winter. 


fieldwork 6.1. Soil 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much above. Extremes 
25°; 79°. No rainfall. Estimated soil moisture 
percent field capacity, averaged 93% north, 82% 
central, south. Four inch soil temperature 
averaged 52° north, 55° central, 56° south. 

Harvest of corn active. Soybean combining 

active. Sweet potato, irish potato digging 
active. Fall variety apple harvest in progress. 
Cranberry harvest well advanced. Fall vegetable 
harvest in progress. Plowing, planting active 
for cover crops. Early seeding growth good. 
Pasture growth seasonally good. 
NEW MEXICO: Mild, mainly dry weather 
dominated week. Southeast plains remained warm 
with temperatures 2 to 5° above normal. 
Elsewhere, temperatures near normal except for 
the north central mountains which were 2 to 3° 
cooler than usual. Showers in the mountains, 
southwest produced light rainfall amounts 
generally less than 0.10 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. 
moisture 67% short, 33% adequate. Crop 
conditions: Alfalfa 33% fair, 67% good. Corn 
25% fair, 75% good; harvest nearing completion. 
Irrigated sorghum 11% poor, 11% fair, 78% good. 
Dryland sorghum 20% fair, 80% good. Irrigated 
wheat 25% fair, 75% good. Dryland wheat 62% 
fair, 38% good. Lettuce 33% fair, 67% good; 
harvest active. Chile 50% fair, 50% good. 
Pecans 40% fair, 60% good. Cattle, sheep fair 
to good. Range 92% of normal. 


Soil 


NEW YORK: Dry week. Buffalo reported more rain 
than any other station; they had only 0.10 in. 
Week started 10 to 15° below normal, by midweek it 
was 15 to 20° above normal. Warm weather 
continued through the weekend. Extremes 20°; 81°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 
short to mostly adequate. Pasture conditions 56% 
of normal. Grain corn harvest 53% complete, 19% 
1990, 24% avg. Progress remained two weeks ahead 
of normal. Silage corn 95% harvested, 81% 1990, 
81% avg. Dry beans 90% harvested. Fall plowing 
gained momentum. Late season vegetable harvest 
continued. Crop residue turned over in 
preparation for winter season. Fruit growers 
busy with orchard clean-up chores, preparing 
machinery for winter storage. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 4 to 6° above 
normal. Precipitation none to 0.30 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 
11% very short, 35% short, 52% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Crop condition: Cotton 14% fair, 78% 
good, 8% excellent; soybeans 1% poor, 30% fair, 
67% good, 2% excellent; Pasture 4% very poor, 13% 
poor, 34% fair, 48% good, 1% excellent. 
Harvested: Corn for grain 91%; sorghum for grain 
65%; sweet potatoes 70%; Peanuts dug 98%; peanuts 
threshed 85%; cotton 54%; soybeans 11%. Soybeans 
dropping leaves 85%; wheat emerged 21%. Planted: 
Wheat 34%; oats 53%; barley 66%; rye 47%. 
Activities: Harvesting cotton, corn, sorghum, 
sweet potatoes, soybeans, truck crops, peanuts, 
hay; planting small grains. Other activities: 
Land preparation; seeding pastures; shearing 
Christmas trees; tending livestock; equipment 
repair; general farm maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 15° below normal 
northeast to 7° below normal southwest. Extremes 
9° northeast; 74° southwest. Precipitation 0.03 
in. southeast to 0.53 in. northeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.6. 
very short, 38% short, 50% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Subsoil 20% very short, 60% short, 20% adequate. 
Corn for grain 99% harvested, 77% 1990, 80% avg. 
Sunflower 96% harvested, 94% 1990, 86% avg. 
Pasture conditions 70% of normal. Stockwater 
supplies 11% very short, 44% short, 45% adequate. 


Topsoil 10% 


OHIO: High temperatures 70° to mid 70s; 
temperatures mostly 50s. Precipitation generally 
occurred in northern, western areas with amounts 
mostly 1.00 to 2.00 in., while the major portion 
of the State continued to suffer from dryness. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Fall harvest 
still far ahead of schedule. Soil moisture 62% 
short, 36% adequate, 2% surplus. Pastures 16% 
very poor, 25% poor, 38% fair, 19% good, 2% 
excellent. Potato harvest 96% complete, 92% in 
1990,° 90% S yr avg. Fourth cut alfalfa 84% 
complete. Grape harvest 100% Activities: 
Digging sugarbeets, hauling manure, fall tillage. 
Many farmers have winter feed supply concerns. 


low 


OKLAHOMA : Temperatures 3° above 
Panhandle to 8° above normal northeast. Rainfall 
0.45 in. Panhandle to 13.75 in. southeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 94% 
short, 6% adequate. Subsoil 57% short, 43% 
adequate. Wheat 93% planted, 94% 1990, 89% avg.; 
68% emerged, 68% 1990, 69% avg.; fair. Cotton 82% 
open bolls, 95% 1990, 79% avg.; 15% harvested, 
25% 1990, 13% avg.; good to fair. Sorghum 85% 
mature, 93% 1990, 87% avg.; 31% harvested, 44% 
1990, 34% avg.; fair. Soybeans 36% harvested, 
41% 1990, 35% avg.; fair to good. Peanuts 69% 
harvested, 53% 1990, 44% avg.; fair to good. 
Pasture 93%. Cattle good; marketings average; 
prices steady with last week. 


normal 
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OREGON: Temperatures normal to S° below 
normal. Precipitation varied across State. 
Central Oregon, 0.33 in.; eastern locations, 
0.50 to 1.00 inch; high Cascade terrains, coast, 
2.00 to 4.00 in.; Willamette Valley, 1.50 in.; 
southwest, 0.29 to 3.37 in. Snow was heaviest 
in southern Cascades; snow level dropped to 3000 
feet. 

Soil moisture 65% short, 35% adequate. 1992 
winter wheat planted, 79%. 1992 winter wheat 
emerged, 36%. 1992 barley planted, 41%. Field 
corn harvest underway , near Hermiston. Field 
preparation, seeding underway; statewide. Mint 
planting underway, Lane County. Sugarbeet 
harvest continued, Klamath County. Hazelnut 
harvest continued, slowed by rain. Wine grapes 
harvest continued, Willamette Valley. Late 
variety apples, Granny Smith, continued, Hood 
River Valley. Cranberry water supplies 
replenished/harvest continued, southern coast. 
Red raspberry growers pruning, tying. Potato 
harvest concluding, statewide. Fall cole crop 
harvest continued, Willamette Valley. 
Willamette Valley cauliflower, squash, carrots 
complete. Livestock condition was mostly good 
to excellent. Most livestock off summer ranges. 
Weanings, pre conditioning, shipping of 
yearlings continued. Supplemental feeding in 
most areas. Statewide range, pasture, 5% very 
poor, 20% poor, 40% fair, 31% good, 4% 
excellent. 


PENNSYLVANIA: 
Temperature 55°, 3° above normal. 
i Precipitation 0.05 in., 
normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6. 
67% short, 33% adequate. Corn 98% mature, 74% 
1990, 86% avg.; 57% harvested, 17% 1990, 31% 
avg. Ensilage corn harvested 98% harvested, 77% 
1990, 88% avg. Corn 19% very poor, 24% poor, 
29% fair, 23% good, 5% excellent. Soybean 
harvest 42% complete, 14% 1990, 29% avg.; 12% 
very poor, 25% poor, 30% fair, 30% good, 3% 
excellent. Potato harvest 94% complete, 87% 
1990, 92% avg. Fall plowing 80% complete, 79% 
1990, 87% avg. Winter wheat 91% planted, 79% 
1990, 87% avg. Barley 97% planted, 93% 1990, 
96% avg. Third cutting alfalfa 98% complete, 
90% 1990. Fourth cutting alfalfa 80% complete, 
61% 1990. Quality of hay made during week 
mostly fair. Amount of feed being obtained from 
pastures 34% very poor, 31% poor, 31% fair, 4% 
good. Apple harvest 92% complete, 86% 1990. 
Grape harvest 97% complete, 88% 1990. 
Activities: Repairing fence; hauling manure; 
harvesting hay, potatoes, corn silage, corn, 
soybeans; maintaining machinery; caring for 
livestock; fall plowing, planting. 


Warm, dry across State. 
Extremes 19°; 


0.61 in. below 


Soil moisture 


PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall 0.91 in. 
0.83 in. below normal. 
in. at San Sebastian, 


was 

Highest rainfall 3.33 
2.86 in. at Isabela Aes, 
2.40 in. at Cerro Maravilla. Highest 24 hour 
tetal 2.75 in. at Tea. Batya. Divisional 
temperature averaged 80 to 81° on Coasts, 73 to 
™ 35 the Interior with mean station 
temperature 64.6° at Cerro Maravilla to 83.1° at 
Vieques. Extremes 55°; 94°, 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 8 to 9° above 
normal. Rainfall none northwest to 0.10 in. 
mountains. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 
19% very short, 74% short, 7% adequate. Cotton 
14% fair, 86% good; 54% harvested, 72% 1990, 59% 
avg. Fall hay fair to good; 93% harvested, 83% 
1990, 89% avg. Peanuts fair to good; 93% 
harvested, 70% 1990, 71% avg. Sorghum fair to 


good; 78% harvested, 76% 1990, 65% avg. Soybeans 
7% poor, 59% fair, 34% good; 95% leaves turning, 
94% 1990, 93% avg; 61% shedding leaves, 72% 1990, 
71% avg; 46% mature, 58% 1990, 55% avg.; 16% 
harvested, 14% 1990, 11% avg. Sweet potatoes fair 
to good; 83% harvested, 77% 1990, 69% avg. Winter 
grazing fair to good; 64% planted, 68% 1990, 71% 
avg; 45% emerged, 55% 1990, 53% avg. Pastures 1% 
very poor, 15% poor, 68% fair, 16% good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged close to 
normal. Week began warm, turned cool, then mild 
again. Extremes 9°; 85°. Many stations reported 
no precipitation. Extreme northwest 8 to 10 in. 
of snow. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. 
critical, 44%, short, 18% adequate. 
critical, 42% short, 17% ‘adequate. 
4% very poor, 14% poor, 40% fair, 
excellent. Winter rye 7% poor, 
good, 14% excellent. 
good, 11% excellent. 
normal. 


Topsoil 38% 
Subsoil 41% 
Winter wheat 
35% good, 7% 
268° Lair,. “3st 
Livestock 5% fair, 84% 
Pasture conditions 78% of 


TENNESSEE: High pressure remained stationary 
entire week. Warm, humid air brought scattered 
showers west, middle. East remained dry. 
Temperatures 5 to 10° above normal statewide. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil moisture 
7% very short, 36% short, 54% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Corn 88% harvested grain, 79% 1990, 88% 
avg. Cotton 78% harvested, 70% 1990, 75% avg. 
Sorghum 82% harvested, 80% 1990, 93% avg. 
Soybeans 92% shedding leaves, 93% 1990, 97% avg.; 
74% mature, 57% 1990; 78% avg.; 36% harvested, 
23% 1990, 42% avg.; 2% very poor, 1% poor, 53% 
fair, 33% good, 11% excellent. Burley tobacco 
40% stripped, 37% 1990, 39% avg. Wheat 50% 
seeded, 33% 1990, 51% avg. Pastures 4% very poor, 
6% poor, 48% fair, 39% good, 3% excellent. Cattle 
1% poor, 16% fair, 80% good, 3% excellent. 


TEXAS: Disturbances from the Southwest flowed 
over State and combined with a weak frontal 
system to produce some heavy rains, severe 
weather over northern half of State. Few spots in 
North Texas received 2.00 to 5.00 in. during a 
seven day period. South, generally dry weather 
reported, though few showers in south central 
Texas, along Upper Coast. Temperatures above 
normal, ranging from only a few degrees above 
normal in West Texas to 5 to 9° above normal in 
east, south. Rainfall below normal in southern 
half of State, above to much above normal in 
North. South Texas, Lower Valley reported no 
precipitation for week. 

Crops: Under open conditions, producers 
virtually completed corn harvest in Plains. 
Sorghum has dried enough for harvest operations 
to continue in High Plains with some good yields 
reported. Warm weather continued to promote 
cotton development during week. Harvest 
activities expanded in Plains on limited basis. 
Some producers applied harvest aid chemicals, 
most producers waiting for good, hard freeze. 
Aphids caused problems in some fields. Small 
grain planting continued on limited basis due dry 
conditions. Additional moisture needed to 
improve germination. Irrigated fields being 
watered, growth mostly stopped on extremely dry 
nonirrigated fields. Some replanting may be 
necessary due to dry weather. Statewide wheat 
condition rated at 70 percent of normal. Soybean 
harvest ahead of schedule last week. Some 
lodging reported in few fields as harvest 
progressed. Peanut harvest progressed; however, 
moisture néeéded to continue harvest activities. 
Statewide peantit condition rated at 84 percent of 
normal. 
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Commercial Vegetables: 
cabbage, pumpkin harvest 
excellent quality, yields. 
potato harvest winding down. 
being harvested, while others continued being 
planted. Trans-Pecos, activity at minimal, as 
chile harvest nears completion. Pecan harvest 
active in Central Texas. Heavy infestation of 
shuckworms, weevils remained problem 
throughout most fields. Quality not as good as 
early expected. 

Range and Livestock: Range, pasture 
conditions remained good, dry weather affecting 
forage quality. Cattle good shape, calves 
being moved to market. Breeding ewes for spring 
lambing in High Plains. 


High Plains, carrot, 
continued with 
East Texas, sweet 


Some fall greens 








UTAH: No weather data available 

Days suitable for fieldwork 
moisture 47% short, 53% adequate. Winter wheat 
emerged 70%, 74% 1990. Corn grain 36% 
harvested. Fourth crop alfalfa hay 82% cut, 98% 
1990. Apple harvest 88% completed, 99% 1990. 
Potato harvest 95% completed, 97% 1990. Cattle 
86% in from range, 87% 1990. Sheep 92% in from 
range, 91% 1990. 


oe Soil 


VIRGINIA: High pressure system moved east of 
the State raising temperatures to much above 
normal. Dense fog was common. Extremes 25°; 
87°. Precipitation was sparse. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 40% 
very short, 21% short, 38% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Corn for grain 87% harvested, 74% 1990, 76% avg. 
Soybeans 26% harvested, 21% 1990, 20% avg. 
Peanuts nearly all dug, 90% 1990, 92% avg. 
Peanuts combined 98%, 81% 1990, 81% avg. Cotton 
harvested 40%. Wheat 35% seeded, 31% 1990, 33% 
avg. Barley 77% seeded, 75% 1990, 72% avg. 
Oats 83% seeded, 82% 1990, 77% avg. Apples 93% 
harvested, 89% 1990, 87% avg. Pasture 31% very 
poor, 19% poor, 39% fair, and 11% good. 
Harvesting cucumbers, snap beans. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 2° below normal to 7° 
below normal east; normal to 6° below normal 
west. Precipitation 0.01 to 0.63 in. east; 0.59 
to 1.34 in. west. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil 
moisture 74% short, 26% adequate. Hay, other 
roughage 1% very short, 10% short, 88% adequate, 
1% surplus. Irrigation water 100% short. Range 


and pasture 5% very poor, 
Winter wheat 6% very poor, 
Potatoes 100% good. 


47% poor, 48% fair. 
1% poor and 93% fair. 
Dry beans 100% good. Corn 
100% good. Winter wheat 87% planted, 75% 
emerged. Potatoes 83% harvested. Corn for grain 
30% harvested. Dry beans 100% harvested. 
Measurable rain across the dryland wheat growing 
area helped the seeding efforts. Seeding will 
continue for about another week or so if farmers 
can reenter the fields. Some winter canola has 
been killed by frost in Garfield County. Fruit 
harvest was winding down. Carrot harvest was 
about 50% complete. Calves looked good coming 
out of the mountain ranges. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 61°. 
86°. Precipitation 0.01 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. 
27% very short, 46% short, 27% adequate. Corn, 
17% poor, 42% fair, 41% good; 82% harvested. 
Tobacco, good; 100% harvested. Hay, 4% very 
poor, 36% poor, 43% fair, 17% good; 97% second 
cutting, 88% third cutting. Wheat, 26% sown. 
Apples poor. Pastures, 19% very poor, 49% poor, 
19% fair, 13% good; 57% of normal. Cattle, good, 
Sheep, fair. Activities: General maintenance, 
fencing, cutting hay, harvesting corn, chopping 
Silage, harvesting tobacco, apples, planting 
wheat, marketing livestock. 


Extremes 22°; 


Soil moisture 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 50°, 6° above normal. 
Extremes 27°; 79°. Precipitation 0.40 to 2.70 in. 
Rains toward the weekend slowed harvest, helped 
replenish soil moisture. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 
17% short, 75% adequate, 8% surplus. Pasture 
condition 77% of normal, 84% 1990, 76% avg. 
General condition of crops 9% fair, 83% good, 8% 
excellent. Corn for grain 69% harvested, 25% 
1990, 52% avg. Yields are reported anywhere from 
fair to excellent. Corn silo filling 96% 
complete, 90% 1990, 92% avg. Soybeans 88% 
harvested, 60% 1990, 70% avg. Fall tillage 41% 
complete, 27% 1990, 35% avg. 


WYOMING: Temperatures near normal. Precipitation 
above normal west, northwest, below normal 
elsewhere. 

Corn, sugarbeet harvest 
winter wheat fair to good. Livestock good to 
excellent. Livestock movement to winter ranges, 
markets continuing. 


continuing. 1992 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


October 29, 1991 





International Weather and Crop Summary 


HIGHLIGHTS 


October 20 - 26, 


USSR ... Widespread, significant rain improves 
topsoil moisture for winter grain establishment but 
interrupts the corn harvest. 


EUROPE ... Dryness favors harvesting in the west, 
while showers help winter crops in the northeast. 
Cold air moves into the region. 


EASTERN ASIA Dryness stresses newly planted 
winter wheat in the North China Plain. Dry weather 
favors late rice maturation and harvesting across 
southern China. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA Continuing rains in Indochina 
increase reservoirs but cause more _ flooding. 
Typhoon Ruth threatens the northern Philippines. 





SOUTH ASIA Mostly dry, warm weather favors 
summer crop maturation and planting of dry season 
crops. 








WESTERN USSR 


YOSUS 19 TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
a oct 20 - 20, 1901 











WESTERN USSR ... Several 
eastward across the region, producing widespread, 
Significant rain. Precipitation amounts’. in 
Ukraine, Black Soils Region, and North Caucasus 
ranged from 12 to 42mm. While the rain in these 
areas improved topsoil moisture for winter grain 
establishment, it interrupted the corn harvest. 
Precipitation tapered off in the east, with grain 
areas in the lower Volga receiving less than 7mm of 
rainfall. In the north, soaking rain (25-53mm) in 
Central and Volga Vyatsk regions continued to 
provide abundant moisture for winter grains. The 
storms ushered in colder weather in the west, where 
rain turned to light snow by week's end. Winter 
grains continued to harden over the region. Weekly 
average temperatures of less than 5 degrees Celsius 
(C) over western Ukraine, Belorussia, and Central 
Region were low enough to halt further vegetative 
growth. Weekly average temperatures were 2-4 
degrees C below normal in the west and 3-6 degrees 
C above normal in the east. 





storm systems moved 


1991 


SOUTH AMERICA Beneficial moisture aids summer 
crop sowing in eastern Argentina and southern 
Brazil. South-central Brazil needs additional 
moisture for continued adequate coffee and citrus 
flowering. 





AUSTRALIA Dryness delays summer crop planting 
and stresses winter grains and sugarcane. 


MEXICO 
harvesting. 


Scattered rains delay summer crop 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Adequate topsoil moisture 
favors early winter grain planting. 





SOUTH AFRICA 
planting prospects. 


Widespread rain improves corn 
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EUROPE ... Dry weather favored sugarbeet harvesting 
in the United Kingdom and France, with mostly light 
showers (5mm or less) across the Benelux countries 
and Germany to northern Italy, causing few 
fieldwork delays. Corn harvesting in France 
progressed under mostly clear skies. The second 
consecutive week of drier weather in Italy's Po 
Valley also favored autumn fieldwork, following the 
earlier heavy rain. This week's heaviest rainfall 
(25-78mm) was along the Mediterranean region from 
the southern Iberian peninsula across southern 
Italy to southeastern Europe. In the southeast, 
widespread heavy rain (50-78mm) fell again in 
Yugoslavia and spread into southern Hungary and 
western portions of Romania aand_ Bulgaria. 
Beneficial showers (10-17mm) fell in the northeast, 
improving topsoil moisture for winter crop 
establishment in Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 
Hungary. Unseasonably cold weather pushed into 
Europe, with weekly temperatures averaging 3-5 
degrees C below normal from Spain to Poland. 
Minimum temperatures dipped as low as 7 degrees (C) 
below freezing in Poland. Near- to above-average 
weekly temperatures were confined to Italy and the 
southeast. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Preparations for winter 
grain planting were in the early stages over most 
of the region. Rain continued over winter grain 
areas in central and eastern Algeria and Tunisia. 
Greatest amounts of rain (25-50mm, with local 
amounts in excess of 100mm) covered northernmost 
crop areas near the coast, while further south, 
rainfall ranged from 10 to 25mn. Elsewhere, 
little, if any, precipitation occurred over winter 
grain areas in Morocco and western Algeria. 
Although topsoil moisture was adequate for early 
winter grain planting over most of the region, the 
bulk of planting usually occurs from mid-November 
to mid-December. 





SOUTH ASIA ... Dry, seasonably warm weather 
benefited maturing summer crops and aided planting 
activities across the northern winter wheat areas 
and most grain and oilseed areas of the south and 
east. However, light to moderate rain (3-32mm) 
covered fall crop areas of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu, while heavy showers (65-120mm) covered rice 
regions of Kerala and Sri Lanka. 


50 
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SOUTH AFRICA ... Moderate to heavy showers 
(25-116mm) soaked primary corn areas of the 
Transvaal and Orange Free State, greatly increasing 
soil moisture for crop establishment. A few weeks 
of drier weather are needed for. planting 
activities, usually in full swing during November. 
Elsewhere, moderate to heavy rain  (21-89mm) 
benefited crop areas in the eastern Cape Province 
and Natal, while light rain covered much of the 
southern Cape Province. 
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EASTERN ASIA ... Dry weather again prevailed across 
the North China Plain, delaying winter wheat 
planting and stressing newly emerged wheat. Early 
season stress to winter wheat can cause poor 
establishment and hinder adequate winter hardening. 
Moderate to heavy rains (23-15lmm) fell across 
southern Manchuria, delaying late-summer' crop 
harvesting. Light. to moderate rains (5-48mm) 
covered southwest China (Sichuan, Guizhou, and 
Hunan), aiding winter grain germination. 
Beneficial dry weather across the Yangtze valley 
and southern China favored late double-crop rice 
maturation and harvesting. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Scattered showers (25-100mm or 
more) continued over Indochina, with 25-111mm along 
Thailand's Chao Phraya river, increasing irrigation 
for dry season rice. However, inundating rains 
(100-300mm, with local reports exceeding 500mm) 
caused more flooding near Bangkok and in Vietnam 
from the north-central coast to the Mekong Delta. 
Flooding from excessive rain (199-252mm) also 
occurred in eastern Malaysia's northern crop areas, 
but rainfall elsewhere in Malaysia was generally 
light to moderate (5-48mm). Rain continued to be 
unseasonably light over Java, impeding rice 
planting activities. In the Philippines, Hurricane 
Ruth was approaching Luzon at week's end with 
sustained winds of up to 140 knots and made 
landfall on the 27th, causing some flooding and 
possible damage to unharvested rice. Northern 
Luzon reported only light rain for the week, but 
amounts totaled 50-150mm from southern Luzon to the 
eastern Visayans. 











AUSTRALIA ... Light rains (4-18mm) fell across the 
extreme eastern wheat areas of Queensland and New 
South Wales, providing some relief to the drought. 
However, widespread and heavier rains were needed, 
thus, crop conditions continued to deteriorate. 
The remainder of the winter grain areas continued 
to be dry, stressing reproductive to grain-filling 
winter wheat. The drought is also delaying eastern 
cotton and sorghum planting, and stressing pastures 
and northeast coast sugarcane. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 1-3 degrees C above normal across the 
winter grain regions. 
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SOUTH AMERICA ... Light to moderate rain (12-78mm) 
fell across eastern Argentina, favoring 
reproductive to grain-filling winter wheat and 
providing moisture for corn and soybean planting. 
Western crop areas, La Pampa and Cordoba, have been 
tending dry and need moisture for corn and 
soybeans. The northeastern cotton areas received 
14-26mn, boosting soil moisture for’ cotton 
germination. In southern Brazil, moderate rain 
(17-55mm) fell across Rio Grande do Sul to Parana, 
aiding corn development and soybean germination, 
but delaying winter wheat harvesting. Further 
north in Sao Paulo and Minas Gerais, warm and dry 
weather prevailed, again raising concerns about 
sufficient moisture for coffee and _ citrus 
flowering. Heavy rains fell across southern 
Uruguay, causing local flooding. Meanwhile, 
Paraguay received only light rains (6-16mm) where 
rainfall has been lacking for soybean and cotton 
planting. Weekly temperatures averaged 1-2 degrees 
C above normal across central Argentina and 3-5 
degrees C above normal in southern Brazil. 
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MEXICO ... Scattered light rains (3-10mm) caused 
only minor harvest delays in western portions of 
the southern Plateau corn belt, while moderate rain 
(30-87mm) slowed harvesting in the east. Moderate 
rains (16-50mm) fell in the Yucatan peninsula, 
aiding grain-filling corn. Dry weather in the 
northwest favored winter wheat planting and west 
coast summer crop harvesting. 
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northern Plains. Accumulations exceeded a foot in nearly dry weather had prevailed for more than a 
parts of the northern and central Rockies and month. Warm air surged into the East, setting more 
reached 10 inches in southern North Dakota. than 40 daily record highs after midweek, including 
Wednesday’s minimum temperature reached a daily readings of 86° F in Huntington, WV, and 77° F in 
record 20° F in Spokane, WA. Heavy rain developed Buffalo, NY. The second storm tore into the 
in the warm air in advance of the storm. Nearly 6 Northwest on Friday, spreading beneficial rains 
inches of rain soaked Laurel, MS, on Tuesday, and into California. Rainfall totals neared 6 inches 
heavy thunderstorms dotted the Mississippi Valley along the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada. 
on Wednesday. Rainfall intensified toward week’s Lake Tahoe, CA, reported a 1-foot snowfall. By 
end, resulting in widespread flooding from Dallas, late Saturday, precipitation shifted into southern 
TX, to Fayetteville, AR. Maximum rainfall totals California and the Great Basin, while significant 
surpassed 7 inches in Texas and 10 inches in rain continued from Texas to Michigan. Elsewhere, 
Oklahoma. Heavy rain also drenched the Great Lakes unusually mild weather continued in the East, but 
States. Rain was welcomed in eastern Kansas, where the coldest air of the season was poised to enter 

the Northwest. 
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